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People most likely to have side effects are people who have, or even once had, skin conditions, (especially 
eczema or atopic dermatitis) and people with weakened immune systems, such as those who have 
received  Anyone who falls within 
these categories, or lives with som into one of these categories, should NOT get the 
smallpox vaccine unless they are exposed to the disease. Pregnant women should not get the vaccine 
because of the risk it poses to the fetus. Women who are breastfeeding should not get the vaccine. 
Anyone who is allergic to the vaccine or any of its components should not get the vaccine. Children 
younger than 12 months of age should not get the vaccine. Also, the Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices (ACIP) advises against non-emergency use of smallpox vaccine in children 
younger than 18 years of age.  

 
 

For more information, visit www.cdc.gov/smallpox
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Who should NOT get the smallpox vaccine? 
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